
 

 

 

 

Special End of Year Issue 

 

 Director’s Cut: 

 On page 3 you will find annual reports from many of our Ecolodge partners around the world, showing that they practice 
what they preach. They are all exceptional people and it gives me great pride to be associated with each and every one of them! 

Another annual tradition hopefully starts with this issue: the ECOCLUB Honours List! Each year from now on, we would 

like to thank those eco personalities who have significantly advanced the cause of Ecotourism through their work. So, please 

give a virtual round of applause to the first Honorary Lifetime Members of ECOCLUB, which are (in alphabetical order): 

Hector Ceballos-Lascuráin, Louis D’Amore, Megan Epler Wood, Ron Mader, Trevor Sofield and Pamela Wight. Full details on 
page 2. 

On page 9 one more excerpt from the great new Integrated Rural Tourism manual by our Member, Professor Todd Comen. 

On page 12 an interesting viewpoint by our Ecolodge Partner Mr. Claude Samuel of Pousada Candombá on appropriate 

management of Brazil’s Chapada Diamantina National Park. 

On page 13 our Ecolodge Partner Mr Bill Tuffin takes us on a village ecotour in the Nam Ha Conservation Area in Laos. 

A small but vibrant contingent of Members turned up for our virtual December Solstice Party on 21 December, it was great 
fun while even some new partnerships were mulled. 

A warm welcome to our new Sponsor Members Beyond Touring in Belize, and our new Ecolodge Members: Pousada 

Candombá in Brazil and Wildebees Ecolodge in South Africa. 

This has overall been a strong year for ECOCLUB. Beyond steady Membership growth and increased eco-product sales, we 

have improved our presence and association with major tourism events and our participation in decision-making lobbying for 

Ecotourism ideals. There is of course so much to do, if we are to make ECOCLUB’s voice be heard in the Tourism sector as a 

whole as we will never tolerate those who dismiss Ecotourism as a niche or gimmick! Our ultimate aim remains making all 

Tourism eco! In other words to bring the flame of ecotourism to the mainstream, to ‘downtown’, over from rural areas and ‘eco-

monasteries’. In that spirit, in January 2007 we are moving into new, larger offices in the heart of Athens, very close to the new 
Acropolis Museum and the old town, and accessible by all means of mass transport. We hope to be ready to receive Members 

on February with an inauguration party and many meetings to follow. This is the first of a series of moves that will add some 

good bricks to the many good clicks of our international ecotourism club. 

As this is the last issue of the year, we would like to thank all our Members (Ecoclubbers?) and friends for their great 

support during 2006. We hope 2007 will be a much better year, with more peace, justice, ecology, happiness and civilised 

discourse and conduct, and less brutality, both hidden and televised! Hopefully it will turn out to be a significant year for 

Ecotourism as well, with the global conference taking place in May, a unique opportunity for the global ecotourism movement 

to celebrate its unity but also its diversity, to take stock and progress. 

 

The ECOCLUB Team remains at your service and wishes you a very eco 2007! 
 

Antonis B. Petropoulos 
More Director’s cut  
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Honorary Lifetime Members of ECOCLUB, 2006 
 

 

Hector Ceballos-Lascuráin (Mexico), leading Ecotourism Architect and ‘inventor’ of the term Ecotourism in 

1983. Héctor Ceballos-Lascuráin also provided the definition of Ecotourism officially adopted by IUCN (The 
World Conservation Union) in 1996.  Hector has worked both in the public & private sectors as architect and 

consultant. 

 

Interview  Website: http://www.ceballos-lascurain.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Louis D’Amore (United States): Founder and President of the International Institute for Peace through 

Tourism (IIPT). A pioneer in social & environmental ethic within the tourism industry since the mid-70s., he 

founded IIPT in 1986, with the aim of turning Tourism into the world’s first "Global Peace Industry"  
 

Interview  Website: http://www.iipt.org  

 

 

 

Megan Epler Wood (United States): Founder and former President of The 

International Ecotourism Society (TIES), the world’s oldest ecotourism association, played the major 

role in making Ecotourism an organised force. A leading consultant, spokesperson, lecturer¸ and trainer 

for governments, NGOs, and the private sector around the world.  

 

Interview: Website: http://www.eplerwood.com  
 

 

 

Ron Mader (Mexico/United States):  internet pioneer in ecotourism as the founder of Planeta.com . 

Based in Oaxaca, Ron is a much needed voice of conscience in Ecotourism. He is also an influential 

tourism journalist and guidebook writer and a role model for US/Mexico relations. 

Interview  Website: http://www.planeta.com     

 

 

Trevor Sofield (Australia): The Homo Universalis of Sustainable Tourism, 

professor, senior diplomat, editor, leading consultant, entrepreneur, Trevor has done it all and 
excelled at all. He is currently Team Leader for the Mekong Tourism Development Program, 

Cambodia and Vietnam but this does not even come close to describing his activities! 

 

Interview 

 

 

 

Pamela A. Wight (Canada), played a leading role in the organisation and management of the United 

Nations International Year of Ecotourism and was also responsible for drafting the world’s first 

(Quebec) Declaration on Ecotourism as a Rapporteur. A former advisor to the Canadian government, 

she is a leading tourism consultant working on numerous ecotourism projects around the world. 

 
Interview 
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ECOCLUB Ecolodges Report for 2006 

 
We invited our Ecolodge partners to submit a brief report highlighting their continuing efforts and successes in meeting any or 
all of ECOCLUB’s 5 Ecotourism criteria, in 2006. These criteria are: 

 

1. minimising their own environmental impact 

2. funding environmental conservation 

3. funding projects that promote equality & reduce poverty in the local community 

4. increasing environmental & cultural knowledge and intercultural understanding 

5. being affordable & open to all 

 

The reports appear in the order received: 

 

Arthur Campbell for Cottages at Spring House Farm (United States) 

http://ecoclub.com/springhousefarm  
 

We created additional wet lands on the farm by constructing a new pond. We will also be 

planting native trees and water plants. We will be giving away complimentary nights in 

support of an effort to prohibit residential development along the banks of a pristine river 

estuary. We have continued to provide job opportunities locally. We are offering  

complimentary historic tours of two historic structures on the property for the local school 

system and those persons. Marked walking trails of our forest are available to our guests and 

those interested. Guided walking tours explaining and identifying local flora and fauna are 

also available. All historic tours are complimentary. Considering the explosive development 

and clear cutting timber operations happening locally, we are proud to lead by example a 

different and sustainable alternative way of life and business. 
 

To the left is an image of my son helping saw lumber for our use on the farm in a local mill 

just down the road. Note the age of the fellow who owns and is running the saw. These old 

locally owned saw mills are disappearing by the day and soon will be no longer which is part 

of our Appalachian culture that is quickly disappearing. Incidentally they are sawing new 

foundation sills for the restoration of the "Appalachian cottage" (c.1835) we found abandoned 

nearby.  This was the one we moved and restored late last year. 

 

Malin Torekull for Sempre Verde (Brazil) 

http://ecoclub.com/sempreverde  

 

We started an experience, in December, finally, to combat horse ticks with ecologic Neem Oil-products, this way we will 
minimize the use of toxic disinfectants. We continue to protect our forests, to collect garbage and to give pedagogic support to 

the ‘Project Knowledge Trail’ in the village, that has involved 15 poor children during the year. We continue to involve peasant 

farmers in our ecotourism projects. Through our ‘Project Knowledge Trail’, the children are increasing their knowledge about 

environment and cultural questions, and as Sempre Verde guests also visit the Project, the children get to know more about 

foreign cultures. Two young women attended an environmental course, held by me (Malin), so that they now have capacity to 

work as educators in the project (and were doing it during the year). We made our low prices even lower during 2006, but 

without better results for us! 

 

John Ivanko & Lisa Kivirist for Inn Serendipity (United States) 

http://ecoclub.com/innserendipity  

 
We replaced an older .5 kW Photovoltaic system with an newer .7 kW PV system, allowing them to boost the output and use 

more efficient modules. We also restored an all-electric CitiCar to use for local commuting, recharged with 100-percent 

renewable energy. Over all, our goals continue to operate in ways that are climate-neutral.  

 

Currently, the wooded sister property, Inn Serendipity Woods, is implementing sustainable woods management through 

partnering with the Kickapoo Woods Cooperative. A site analysis as been complete for a possible future harvest and timber 

stand improvement. Practicing ecologically-sound forestry -- or silviculture -- at our cabin property led us to joining the 

Kickapoo Woods Cooperative, a forest management cooperative that provides sustainable forestry education, management and 

marketing services to landowners like us who have woodlands in the Kickapoo Valley and neighbouring watersheds. We're 

working with them on the sustainable harvest of timber as a part of our participation in the Management Forest Law of 

Wisconsin (private designation) and the American Tree Farm System. We are currently working on the Edible Earth cookbook, 
featuring vegetarian (and some vegan) recipes (forthcoming) to share with guests, visitors, and public at large. 

 

Erhard & Mariana Kalloch for El Nagual (Brazil) 

http://ecoclub.com/artnagual  
 

http://ecoclub.com/springhousefarm
http://ecoclub.com/sempreverde
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In 2006 we were planning the construction of an integrated Biological treatment system (Biodigester , Root zone , Aquatic 

plants zone and a greywater irrigation line ) that we will be building during January and Febuary 2007 with the technical 

supervision of O Instituto Ambiental (OIA). In 2006 we got funding from Alianca da Mata Atlantica for a Multimedia system to 
equip our Atlantic Rainforest Reference & Study Centre. With OIA we wrote two projects for sustainable development and 

water treatment to start our Eco-corridor linking Serra dos Orgoes National Park (PARNASO) - Rppn El Nagual and Querencia 

with the Mangrove forest -APA Guapimirin using three river basins. We hosted our first international study group from Chester 

University (UK) . With them we organised an open Mosaik Workshop at our local school, so locals also got involved and 

interested . In August we helped to organise a party for locals together with PARNASO. We have also been active as members 

of the Council of the Conservation areas (Central Corredor Fluminense) representing the Private Heritage Reserves of Rio. El 

Nagual Reserve is always open for everybody to visit its work and is turning a space for interactive sustainability. We were 

visited by many school and university groups and people interested in conservation and sustainability. Finally, on September 6th 

2006 we hosted the Conselho Gestor of Serra dos Orgoes National Park 

 

Angelika Hartleib for El Momo Cottages (Saba, Netherlands Antilles) 

http://ecoclub.com/elmomo 
 

We have improved on our eco practices such as collecting rain water over the roofs and storing it in cisterns. The water is not 

treated chemically, but cleaned by little fresh water fish who live inside the cisterns. We have refrained from installing 

airconditioning or fans, or chemicals in our garden. We have continued to only cook vegetarian dinners which include as much 

possible locally grown and organic vegetables and fruits. In 2006 we have sponsored and volunteered for the "Sea & Learn" 

foundation that offer a yearly month long environmental awareness event for locals and tourists. We have been visiting the local 

school on a regular base and provided information and materials concerning environmental awareness, protection, healthy food 

and safety. We also organised workshops for the school children as well as for the general public. 

 

Vinzenz Schmack for Laguna del Lagarto (Costa Rica) 

http://ecoclub.com/laguna-del-lagarto  
 

In 2006 we have continued to protect 500 hectares( 1,250 acres) of prime rain forest..The 100 ha of our own rainforest is 

permanently protected through the company Bosque Lluvioso San Carlos D.C.A.S.A. ( www.protect-rainforests.org ), and we 

are doing everything possible that the 400ha adjoining rainforest is also being  protected. .As a matter of fact the owner of these 

400ha wants to sell it and we are doing everything so that it will not be sold to loggers or sawmills with whom apparently 

conversations are being held. Since there is no public garbage disposal available in the area, we have continued to transport 

recyclable garbage to San José, 150 km from the lodge, to make compost from the biodegradable garbage and using the compost 

as fertilizer.  

 

We also remain an important local employer in an area plagued by unemployment. All of our 9 employees, apart from the 

manager, are from the nearby village receiving full social benefits. The employees are constantly trained. This year the kitchen 

personnel received a training course in handling food. The night watch took part in a training course “how to handle weapons”. 
And our local guide took a course in Botany, a course about Bats and another course about frogs. The foreign volunteers we 

have at the Lodge have given English lessons to our employees. Our contribution to improve the streets amounted to over 

US$1000. 

 

A student group from the Peninsula College , Port Angeles (WA, USA) who visited our Lodge painted the local school and 

donated about $1,000 in paint, other tourists donated over $1,000 in books and equipment to the local school. The Lodge 

assisted 2 students with US$20 each per month.  We made the facilities of the Lodge available to student groups for courses in 

environmental education and the Lodge participated in all cultural and other activities of the neighbouring communities and 

encouraged the tourists to participate also. Jointly with the Peninsula College we plan to build next April a small laboratory and 

a lecture hall to initiate a small research station. Laguna del Lagarto has remained very affordable; we staunchly believe that 

luxury has no place in Ecotourism, and this is a topic we would like to see debated at the global ecotourism conference.  
 

Jem Winston for 3 Rivers (Dominica) 

http://ecoclub.com/3rivers  

 

This year has been a busy green year for us at 3 Rivers Eco lodge in Dominica. The property has been running on 100% 

renewable energy, solar only, since opening 4 years ago. This year we have managed to massively increase our energy 

availability, and yet our environmental impact has remained pretty much the same.  We have installed both a micro hydro 

system and a wind energy system, increasing the power for use by our guests whilst continuing to consider at all times our 

environmental impact. The new systems have also provided us with more demonstration models, enabling us to offer new 

sustainable living workshops at our new education centre here at 3 Rivers. As well as continuing and enhancing our existing 

programmes of education and community based tourism activities, which put cash directly into the pockets of our local 
neighbours, we have also embarked on a couple of new initiatives.  

 

Computer mission Dominica is under way.  We have managed to secure a donation of 250 computers from The Bromsgrove 

School in the UK. These computers are due to arrive in Dominica next month and will be distributed amongst the secondary 

schools here in Dominica. A computer firm in the UK, NS Optimum, are sending over a group of technicians, and they will be 

http://ecoclub.com/elmomo
http://ecoclub.com/laguna-del-lagarto
http://ecoclub.com/3rivers
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training local technicians in the installation and networking of the new systems. They are also providing some extra hardware, 

and will be returning periodically to offer technical assistance. Geest shipping are helping with the shipping, and various other 

stakeholders are sponsoring the project.  We noticed that after graduating our renewable energy workshops, graduates were not 

able to source their equipment as they do not have access to computers and the systems are not on sale here in Dominica. We 

decided therefore that we needed more computers on the island!!  

 

We have also begun a bio diesel project in collaboration with the state college and the University of Vermont. A lab experiment 

is under way to produce a small amount to show people it works, and then we plan to establish a small 10,000 gallon a year 

plant to prove viability. Profits will go the state college. If successful, a larger plant will be established to provide bio diesel for 

the whole island. We continue to support our community in many small ways, both financial and in kind, and we have 

established new relationships with more overseas universities, who are now discussing sponsoring some of the community 
projects which we support here at 3 Rivers. For example, Miami University are planning to create a scholarship for the local pre 

school, after their geography students spent some time in the school last week during one of their 43 Rivers organized 

workshops. Local people receive discounts on every product offered at 3 Rivers, and we continue to enjoy the strong support of 

our local community. 

 

Rachael Feiler for Diamond Beach Village (Kenya) 

http://ecoclub.com/diamondbeach  

 

In 2006, we used our sailing boat when possible, taking large locally woven baskets for our shopping so we did not come back 

loaded with plastic bags. Plastic bottles were given to locals for using as plant pots. Re-using grey water on the garden and 

growing vegetables, herbs and fruits as well as local species of plants and shrubs, our garden has flourished this season as Kenya 
has had a very high amount of rain. Energy saving light bulbs in the bandas, we now have solar lights for the rooms after the 

power goes out instead of paraffin lamps.  

 

I organized a beach cleaning day where 20 of us collected plastics off the shore separating the flip flops to give to a local 

community project that make tourist gifts from them. A school is in the process of being built on Manda of which I will 

contribute and ask residents and guests to help with. This is very important as there is a growing number of children on Manda, 

if we can help to provide a high level of education to them it should benefit Manda in the long term. My mum will teach art to 

them when she is here and I hope to get others to get involved in workshops and other activities such as dance, swimming, 

fishing, gardening. Abu and Answar, Manda residents, take guests walking around Manda, to the local farms, to their house for 

traditional Swahili dinner and are very good at helping guests understand the island way of life. Prices on soft drinks and food is 

50% discounted for locals. A month ago a local lady came and asked for our boat at night as she had just gone into labour, half 

way to the hospital we delivered a baby girl on the boat. They called it Rachael!  
 

Chandra de Silva for Ranweli Holiday Village (Sri Lanka) 

http://ecoclub.com/ranweli  

 

Ranweli was a resort catering to beach tourism from 1975 and up to 1995. A strategic 

decision was taken in 1996 to transform and reposition Ranweli to Ecotourism, a paradigm 

shift not tested on the ground in Sri Lanka. Ranweli’s natural assets and architecture 

coupled with the scenic beauty of the location made it an ideal property for transformation 

which was completed in 2005. Marketing created a serious problem and ECOCLUB was a 

great strength as ecotourists were attracted to our facility through the ECOCLUB website. 

 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) integrated in the operations of our business by 

establishing social and economic linkages with the community is a continuous process. 

 

Eco-friendly products such as Butterfly watching were added to the eco products. 

 

In 2006 we continued strategies to minimize environmental impacts.  We are happy to 

report the reduction of electrical energy by 75,580 units (11%) due to energy management 

techniques and awareness created among the staff.  Children from schools in the environs of RANWELI are invited for Field 

Biology lessons conducted by our Naturalists as an ongoing programme. We invite artisans to perform their arts and crafts, 

facilitating cross cultural communication between locals and foreign guests.  Tranquillity of the property created a demand as a 

Honeymoon destination for Sri Lankans. The client profile demonstrated that they are from middle class families and we make 

it affordable by providing discounts. In 2006 we funded a mangrove rehabilitation project involving community participation 
creating awareness on the importance of environmental conservation. We have reduced the frequency of mowing our lawn (on 

the advice of Hector Ceballos-Lascuráin who visited us early this month) to enhance the natural ambience of the extensive 

garden. This attracts fauna and saves energy. 

 

Yaklom Hill Lodge (Cambodia) 

http://ecoclub.com/yaklom  

 

Opened for business in November 2002, Yaklom Hill Lodge is situated in the remote northeastern corner of Cambodia –

Ratanakiri province.  This is the place that life moves at slower pace as compared to the rest of Ca mbodia, and especially the 

 
Students from nearby school 

engaged in a Biology lesson on the 

mangrove ecosystem at Ranweli 

Holiday Village, conducted by a 

Resident Naturalist. 

http://ecoclub.com/diamondbeach
http://ecoclub.com/ranweli
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rest of the world. The province is inhabited more than 70 percent of population (75000 people) by the ethnic minorities. These 

people have been firmly keeping their traditional ways of living for centuries. Natural forest in the province is still largely intact, 

although illegal logging has been said to be still operating. 
 

The following is what the lodge has been fulfilling/implementing/imposing in 2006. The lodge imposed all means to saving 

portable water which is pumped from the well. Guests are encouraged to re-use towels as much as possible, although they can 

have them washed and changed daily. Almost all of grown plants in the lodge areas need no watering, especially in dry season.. 

Two small weirs were constructed to form water-catchment areas in the rainy season to help raise the water table as well as  

conserve surface water. Garbage would be, as much as possible, re-used, re-cycled in order to minimize the quantity of the 

disposal to environment, and/or to slow down the process that it will go to environment. In disposing garbage, the lodge applied 

only the land-fill method. No burning or incineration was applied. We have stopped using wood charcoal in cooking, and now 

relies solely on cooking gas. Yaklom Hill Lodge is still outside the power grid and solar power is used when there is no 

generated power. Guests are encouraged to apply all means in saving this energy in order for it to last as long as possible. 

 

We have continued supporting the village in its revolving fund – rice bank-  by way of contributing rice paddy to this scheme. 
This is based on number of guests from the lodge who make village visit and village home stay.  The lodge helps in income 

generation to the host villagers by paying lodging fee to the host families during guests making their homestay.  

 

Enrico Coffari for Etna Lodge (Italy) 

http://ecoclub.com/etnalodge  

 

Three weekend activities were organized during the school summer vacation under the leadership of Professor Enrico Capucci 

of the Università di Roma Tor Vergata on Geological risks (earthquakes and volcanic eruptions) and how to react. The presence 

of students was low (circa 10 per meeting) while adults were absent. The field trips arranged with the “Guardia Forestale” 

(Forestry Department) were quite a success. But the most appreciated part was supper with the grilling of mushrooms collected 

under supervision. An oral course of English was proposed for youngsters, but there was no interest.  The other activities 
proceeded well: providing work to unskilled farmhands; hosting guests who participated with the keeping of the land and 

producing jams and other processed foods, as well as the olive collection and pressing; cleaning the land and rebuilding the 

agricultural medieval water distribution system; trekking and exploration of the volcano, including visits to the active mouths. 

 

Nick & Margaret Smyth for Pentre Bach (Wales, UK) 

http://ecoclub.com/pentrebach  

 

Our efforts in 2006 have been concentrating on spreading the word of ecotourism, sustainability and the use of local food.  We 

have spoken at three conferences, have appeared in local and national newspapers and have been interviewed on national radio.   

We have increased our advertising of our accommodation during the winter months when we reduce our prices to probably half 

our summer rates.  Wales can be just as beautiful in the Winter so those with a smaller budget can take advantage of our special 

offers. We already have a cottage suitable for those in wheelchairs and another, probably suitable for the less mobile.  Now, we 
have arranged an accessibility assessment for February 2007 so that we shall have an improved access statement and a formal 

management plan for improvements to the premises to cater better for those with disabilities. 

 

In 2007, we are increasing the area for growing organic fruit and vegetables so that we have more produce for the weekly and 

monthly markets and for the local organic box delivery scheme. We have built a home for our retirement and incorporated many 

sustainable features e.g. a heat pump for underfloor central heating (so no oil or gas-fired boiler), 4 kW of photo-voltaic cells on 

the roof to generate our own electricity and put the surplus into the national grid, 1200 gallons of rainwater storage and a heat 

recovery unit in the roof.  We are also re-generating some ancient woodland by planting 300 indigenous trees in January. We are 

publicising our actions to all our guests and we know from the response we get, that it does have a knock-on effect. 

 

Paul Vicary for Glass House Mountains (Australia) 

http://ecoclub.com/glasshouse 

 

2006 was a year that saw growth in many ways. The highlight was our win in the Sunshine Coast Environmental Councils 

Ecotourism Award. We were awarded this prestigious Froggie Award for our work in the educational aspect of our Lodge eg. 

most rainforest and fruit trees are named so guests can wander in the Orchard or forest and know the names of trees. Our active 

tree planting programe has seen guests plant over 2000 trees this year. Our active promotion of Indigenous culture, including 

forest food (Bush Tucker), local arts and crafts and legends. South East Queensland is drought affected and our water harvesting 

is very valuable and is being monitored so we can educate people as to their usage. Our organic (not accredited) coffee 

plantation uses all our recycled water and has produced well this year. Our Lodge and grounds are in the process of becoming a 

Wildlife Sanctuary through a local council initiative and we continue to create a wildlife corridor from the National Park along 

water courses to the sea. What a tragedy to lose Steve Irwin. Most of the local film crews stayed at the Loge during this time. 
His contribution to conservation worldwide has been huge. Special groups are now attracted to us including Yoga, Personal 

growth retreats, Aikido, Didgeridu workshops, artists, bird watchers and others. We encourage all guests to plant just 1 tree 

while they stay, imagine if every traveller all over the world was asked to do the same? Love the Planet. 

 

 

http://ecoclub.com/etnalodge
http://ecoclub.com/pentrebach
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Andres Hammerman & Michelle Kirby for Black Sheep Inn (Ecuador) 

http://ecoclub.com/BlackSheepInn 

 

After several setbacks the Recycling Center in Chugchilán is once again 

underway.  All building materials have been purchased and gathered.  The 

first portion of the building contract was paid in December, and the centre 

should be completed by the end of January 2007; only one month behind 

ECOCLUB’s required finish date.  Additionally the municipal government 

has donated a diesel 3-wheeled pick-up utility vehicle (in Thailand known as 

a Tuk-Tuk) to transport village waste.  Now we only need to convert that to 

Bio Diesel! It was ECOCLUB’s Ecotourism Award that gave us the boost 
both financially and motivationally to make this community project happen.  

Thank you ECOCLUB! 

 

At Black Sheep Inn, we finished the first room with ensuite private bathroom 

(of course a composting toilet), a manager’s room, a cold food storage room, 

and we expanded the office.  In 2006 we purchased laptops in order save 

energy and donated our PC’s (along with 8 guest computer/printer donations) to local communities and organizations.  The 

‘fountain-of-youth’ (which doubles as a watering-hole for the black sheep and a simple aeration system for the pond) and the 

‘waterslide-of-death’ are added additions to the solar water pumping system.  As always, everything is carefully designed to 

improve efficiency of energy and resources: human, heating, cooling, electrical and water. 

 
We love living rurally in a small community. We love living ecologically and setting an example for travellers around the 

world, but the amount of work to run and maintain BSI has grown to be too much for us.  We’re tired and want a lifestyle 

change.  Selling Black Sheep Inn is one way that we think we could achieve this.  Please help us keep the dream alive and keep 

the Black Sheep Inn sustainable.  We are open to ideas, suggestions and even partnerships. 

 

Ricard & Isel Guiu for Mas Lluerna (Catalonia, Spain) 

http://ecoclub.com/lluerna  

 

 In 2006 we continued our agroecological work on the three hectares of the 

finca (farm) which involved maintaining the evergreen oaks forest. We 

continued experimenting with ecological building works,  using biodegradable 

materials (straw, clay, cob, adobe…). We organised workshops about passive 
solar design of the house and  Tromb ‘s wall. We demonstrated the process and 

technologies to adapt a diesel car to a car which can use vegetable oil. The car 

of Mas Lluerna is now using vegetable oil since two years without any 

problems. We led guided tours and workshops about agroecological 

technologies, renewable energies and natural building and held workshops 

about solar cooking using parabolic and box cookers. We transformed our old 

heating system (with stove and 

annexed tank to heat the water 

during winter) to a new ecological 

and efficient alternative,(fast without emission of smoke) self-installed with radiant 

walls and cob plaster. 
We also experimented with a special design, constructing and connecting the 

radiant walls to the stove to heat the house on cloudy days, connecting the radiant 

wall to the sun collectors to heat parts of the house without solar passive heating 

and with the water of the water pond to refresh the house during the summer. 

 

Maria Jose B. de Mejia for Domitila Private Reserve (Nicaragua) 

http://ecoclub.com/domitila 
 

In 2006 we have continued our efforts to assist the surrounding community, 

minimize rural poverty and bring to them benefits like health care and 

education. In 2005 we built a dinner room for the elementary school and this 

year we had a free health care clinic for all the community. We were able to 
examine 350 persons in 4 days and also provide them the medication! This was 

achieved with the assistance of a group of volunteers from Maine USA. who 

visited Domitila 3 years ago and after became involved in our community 

projects. Domitila was nominated last September for the 2006 Responsible 

Tourism award and was one of 20 finalists in the Protected Area category. We 

were also mentioned at the Times of London on December 19 as one of 50 great 

green places to stay worldwide. In December Domitila received from the 

Nicaraguan Tourism Institute (INTUR) a special Award as acknowledgement of putting the name of Nicaragua as high 

internationally. Thank you so much for all your support. 

http://ecoclub.com/BlackSheepInn
http://ecoclub.com/lluerna
http://ecoclub.com/domitila
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Nicole Patel for Shaam e Sarhad (India) 

http://ecoclub.com/shaam  

 
The past 3 months at the Shaam-e-Sarhad has witnessed an upsurge in visitors since last year.  As this is a community-run 

project, we at the NGO facilitating this project, have focused our work on promoting equality within the village benefiting from 

this tourism endeavour.  We have identified several families in the village that can offer guests home-cooked meals.  The 

families who then host a guest for a meal are paid the same price a meal at the resort would cost.  By rotating which families 

entertain guests for meals, we are distributing familial recognition and profits. We have also begun work with female artisans in 

the village. They are being organized to produce crafts specifically for sale at the resort. In the past, women were selling their 

prized dowry pieces to tourists for income. By providing product ideas and materials, we hope the women will see the value in 

their skill and continue to produce new crafts as another livelihood option.  We have also managed to educate village children 

on some of the activities that tourists partake in, namely star-gazing and bird-watching.  Several community members have risen 

up to the challenge of guiding guests through numerous nearby places of interests.  We will work to train these young local 

guides to speak English so that all guests can access them.  This past month we conducted a PRA (participatory rural appraisal) 

of Hodka Village - to acquire vital information regarding schools, health, familial demographics, livelihoods, and skills (art, 
music, handiwork, etc.)  The PRA also documented all the cultural practices, beliefs, norms that go on in the 11 hamlets 

compromising Hodka Village. With this information, we will publish a book from which the people of Hodka (and tourists) can 

learn about each other and their own cultural heritage. While our focus has been to promote equality and cultural pride within 

Hodka Village, we hope in the coming months to install solar or wind power to reduce our environmental impacts. 

 

Mary Koch for Thyme in the Country (United States) 

http://ecoclub.com/thyme 

 

Thyme in the Country opened its doors to its first Bed and Breakfasts guests this past May by hosting a Green Wedding for a 

German/Bulgarian couple. The entire event was put together by the B&B hostess and the bride a short 5 days before the 

wedding. Every detail of the wedding was planned with environmental consciousness.  The food was organic and local, many of 
the guests were already here in this country, some of them had been vacationing in the US for several weeks and others made 

the wedding trip into a vacation. Intercultural opportunities between guests and our community happen so unexpectedly and 

they bring about so much happiness and understanding. I find it the most heart-warming and inspiring part of running the 

business and I would love to see this happen even more frequently. I am so glad the international community has been finding 

our B&B thru your website. 

 

We try every way we can to keep our costs down. We never “jack” up our prices on holiday weekends. We keep our overhead 

down by recycling and asking our guests to help keep the prices down by reusing their bath towels, not expecting a lot of sample 

sized toiletries.  Instead we provide high quality natural herbal scented toiletries in bulk containers and our customers appreciate 

this much more.  We find our guests hate waste as much as we do.  They are willing to turn off lights, conserve water.  Much of 

our food comes from our own gardens which helps to keep food costs down. We offer reduced prices for those who need a room 

but not necessarily the breakfast.  We are also open to bartering for garden help, carpentry, landscape or web design. We 
welcome all people into our B&B. The world is big and full of so many interesting people we want to stay open to all.  Locally 

we are involved in supporting the libraries, the local food pantries, the local land conservancy, and help save farm land in the 

county by financially supporting the local farm organizations. I volunteer at my child’s school. When we do hire gardeners or 

domestic help, we hire local workers and pay them a good wage for their help.  We continue to reduce our use of electricity by 

maintaining our solar panels and using compact fluorescents, energy efficient appliances, non electric equipment whenever 

possible and in general by having a small enough operation that I can control and minimize energy waste.  

 

We have drastically reduced the amount of garbage that goes to the land fill.  We line our guests garbage cans with tissue paper 

instead of plastic bags. We do not use paper towels at all.  We make our own cleaning products. We rarely buy prepackaged 

foods. Most or our ingredients come in recyclable containers. Our next effort to minimize environmental impact is to try to start 

a local campaign to get Zip Cars and Flex Cars into our area. This will make it easier for tourist coming to visit the area to arrive 
on the train and use an energy efficient car while they are here.  The use of these cars helps to reduce traffic in general and they 

will be affordable alternatives to Renting a car from a rental agency.  Zip cars and Flex cars are also Hybrid cars. 

 

http://ecoclub.com/shaam
http://ecoclub.com/thyme
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ECOCLUB EXCLUSIVE 

 

Elements of the Integrated Rural Tourism Product - Place-based and Thematic Story 

Excerpt from: Integrated Rural Tourism: Weaving Low Impact Tourism into the Economic Fabric of Rural Communities.  

Todd Comen. Middlesex VT, USA: The Institute for Integrated Rural Tourism, 2006. Pp. 169. 

Reproduced by kind permission of the author. 

 
 

Successful product development begins with a thematic story that is steeped in authenticity. This story becomes the product and 

the product is the story. A successful rural tourism product simply tells the story of an individual enterprise or of the entire rural 

community or region through authentic experiences. The community, in essence, becomes the space within which the tourism 

experience takes place. As the tourist experience moves from low involvement to high involvement, more members of the 

community become included in the story and thus the product offering. 
 

The key to successful product development is to create a number of packages or choices for the visitor. These choices should 

include a variety of activities that represent the overall theme of the local community. Each package should have a central theme 

or focal point. This makes it easier to sell to specific target markets and clearly defines what it is that will attract the visitor. 

Around this central theme or focal point there should be woven a tapestry of experiences that complement the major theme. 

Highlighting the central theme of the tourism experience, and integrating the complementary experiences becomes the basis for 

a marketing and promotional strategy. 

 

Directly Links Small-Scale Agriculture with the Tourism Experience 

Small-scale agriculture is still the mainstay for many rural communities in developing countries. The essence of IRT is to link 

urban consumers with food producers so that small, regional farming can remain sustainable. Even if tourists aren’t lodging on a 

farm, there are numerous ways to link local agriculture with them. Local hotels and resorts can purchase food either directly 
from farmers or through local brokers. The opportunity for tourists to purchase specialty foods as gift items further expands the 

list of products that make up the tourism experience. 

 

Although there are many opportunities for linking small-scale farmers to the tourism industry, many barriers exist as well. These 

hurdles include limited knowledge of the tourism industry, lack of funding for marketing and promotions, limited infrastructure, 

limited exposure to and understanding of markets , and an untrained work force. 

 

Given that a small farm has limited attractions,  links between small farmers and tourists should again focus on integrating the 

local community as well as the surrounding natural or man-made attractions into the tourism product. 

 

The Ordinary for the Host Is the Extraordinary for the Visitor 
Tourists are seeking experiences that differ from their normal routine or daily life. What is exotic to a tourist may be very 

ordinary to the host community. Through the development process, community members identify the variety of people whose 

skills are associated with rural life. The process also identifies the great views of the area, the historic buildings or legendary 

places, the great trees or unusual flora, and may even map out old centers of commerce or trade. From this initial identification  

of the extraordinary of the host community, an IRT product can be created. 

 

By integrating these various elements into the tourist experience, the package becomes active, interactive, and energized with 

authenticity. It is in essence the story of the rural community— how people have lived for hundreds if not thousands of years. 

For example, in rural Honduras, people awake before dawn and take corn to be ground at the nearby market so fresh tortillas can 

be prepared for breakfast. Or, on certain days, bread is made in large outdoor beehive ovens fired with wood gathered from the 

nearby forest. Other members of the community weave mats or make furniture or clay vessels. These examples of daily village 

life can be woven directly into the tourist experience through guided activity and interpretation. 
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By incorporating the daily activities of the community members as well as natural areas into the visitor experience through 

hands-on activities, the tourist gains an appreciation for the life pat terns of the community. The result is that rural life patterns 

become the tourist attraction. This strategy of highlighting the ordinary for the tourist requires very little investment in 
infrastructure, training, or new construction.  

 

Integrating the daily life of rural peoples into the theme of the package helps to keep the tourist stimulated and interested in the 

experience. He or she will remember these complementary activities because they are authentic and hands on. And the tourist 

will be willing to pay for an experience that is authentic and characteristic of ordinary life in the host community. 

 

IRT Demonstrates How Humans Interact with Nature 

A rural community consists of the built environment where 

members dwell and do business, the agricultural environment 

where they grow food, and the wild, natural environment in 

which they engage in hunting and gathering activities to meet 

their food, clothing, and shelter needs. In more developed 
communities, such as North America and Europe, natural 

areas are used primarily for agriculture and for recreational 

activities such as hiking, camping, hunting, fishing, and 

viewing. Clearly this is where agrotourism and ecotourism 

intersect and where the concept of IRT bridges the gap 

between people and nature to educate the tourist in a holistic 

view of rural life patterns. The rural tourist experience should 

be designed to include time in each of these environments to 

learn about the lifestyle of the host community. 

 

Shopping and Tourist Shops 
Visitors often want to take home something to remember their 

experience. Tourist shops should  provide authentic products 

that reflect the story of the local community. 

 

The Package Complete 

By thinking about rural communities in this holistic sense, 

major themes for the tourism package naturally emerge. Major 

themes for IRT focus on agriculture, natural flora and fauna, 

geology and archeology, arts and culture, architecture, and 

history. The themes become fully developed by first 

grounding the story with a “sense of place.” 

 

Telling Your Story: Developing Your Unique IRT Product 

The principle of IRT is to design and develop a tourism 

product that links together a variety of  community members. 

The goal is to develop a tourism product mix that represents 

the rural life patterns of the local people, and therefore the 

product becomes a complex web of interactions between 

people of the community who deliver the tourist experience. 

To accomplish this effectively, it is important to include a 

broad spectrum of the community in the product development 

phase whenever possible. 

 
If the community is in the moderate- or highreadiness stage, 

then there will be a number of members of the community 

who will likely be anxious to be included in the development 

process. Other members of the community who are less 

enthusiastic but who represent unique aspects of community life or who live near a unique place may have their resources 

considered in absentia to round out the product. However, if these people are unwilling to get involved after seeing the entire 

package, then it is best to leave them out until they begin to show a high level of interest. 

 

The key is to begin even if there are only a handful of players. These people will ignite others as the tourism business begins to 

prosper for the few pioneers. In developing the product, always keep in mind the key elements of a successful IRT product: 
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• are place based; 

• include a central theme or focus for the 

visitor; 

• combine natural ecosystems and human 

communities in the visitor experience; 

• demonstrate how humans interact with 

nature; 

• are small scale, integrating easily into the 

economic fabric of the community; 

• directly link small-scale agriculture with the 

tourist experience; 
• are authentic, reflecting the reality of rural 

life patterns, which becomes the attraction— 

the ordinary for the host community 

becomes the extraordinary for the visitor; 

• engage the elders in the community, who 

provide the background for the interpretive 

program; 

• educate both the visitor and the host; 

• form partnerships within the community 

between parties interested in providing a 

tourist experience; and 
• develop public, private, and NGO partnerships 

that provide support, encouragement, 

and training for the program participants. 

 

Identifying Primary and Secondary Attractions 

 

Telling the story of a rural area through the tourism experience requires thinking differently to identify the attractions that will 

make up the tourism product. Primary attractions are are unique to an area. There is only one Broadway in New York City and 

only one Las Vegas: entertainment is the primary attraction for these built environments. The primary attraction for many rural 

areas is a unique natural feature such as forests, mountains, lakes, or beaches. Secondary attractions are additional places that 

people visit while in an area; these can be historical, cultural, natural, or man-made. Typical attractions include the following: 

 
This is a partial list of primary and secondary attractions. In this activity, community members will decide which are the 

primary and secondary attractions. The features and benefits of the attractions will then need to be identified so that a unique 

story of the community emerges. The resulting tourist product will be an experience that no other community on earth could 

deliver because each community has unique stories to tell. 

 

• Natural attractions (water and land based) 

• Festivals and events 

• Recreational activities 

• Nature-based traditions 

• Architectural features 

• Archeological sites 
• Parks 

• Harbors 

• Trails 

• Historic landmarks 

• Gardens 

• Specialty products manufacturers 

• Museums and historic homes 

The primary attractions of nature and agricultural heritage in Maramures are what attracts visitors to this remote region of 

Transylvania. 

 

►To order this publication in Book or CD Form please go to http://www.integratedtourism.com/?Order 
Special Rate for ECOCLUB Members: 20% discount on the Book or CD. Simply include your Member ID when ordering.  

ECOCLUB Members order at: http://www.integratedtourism.com/?Ecoclub 

 

http://www.integratedtourism.com/?Order
http://www.integratedtourism.com/?Ecoclub
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ECO-VIEWPOINT 

Managing Tourism in the National Park of the Chapada Diamantina in Brazil 
by Claude Samuel* 

The Brazilian National Park of the Chapada 

Diamantina, located in the State of Bahia, is one of the 

largest parks of the country with a total area of over ten 

thousand square miles. 

The average altitude of three thousand feet and the 

subtropical latitude have created the conditions for a 

most original flora : many sorts of orchids and 

bromeliads grow among a very rich and diversified 

vegetation.  Different types of landscapes can be found 

in our region: savanas (“Cerrado”), tropical forest 

(“Mata Atlantica”) and dry highlands (“Serras”). 

Pumas, lynxes and "capivaras" may be spotted as well 

as a large variety of birds and rodents. 

The legacy of the “Diamond Rush” period (second half 

of the 19th century and beginning of the 20th) consists 

mainly in a very typical and delicate type of colonial 

architecture, commonplace in all the small towns which surround the Park, such as Lençois, Andaraí, Palmeiras or Mucugê. 

Pousada Candombá is currently involved in the project for the future of the National Park, cooperating closely with the IBAMA 

(Brazilian Ministry of Environment). This institution is in charge of the delimitation of the no-visitors areas and of those which 

may be strolled through, it is also responsible for the planning of the future of the populations which still dwell inside the limits 

of the Park. 

Brazilian legislation stipulates that national parks may not accommodate any human population. Our position on the matter is 

that the inhabitants (“traditional populations”) could adapt to the new state of affairs and thus contribute to a comprehensive 

endeavour of sustainable development on the scale of the Park. 

Our proposal is, therefore, that permanent dwellers should remain in their surroundings, inside the limits of the Park and modify 

their farming habits. They should, for instance, forsake the tradition of the “queimadas” (controlled bush-fires in large stretches 

of land) in favour of methods based on the permaculture techniques of much lesser negative impact on the environment. 

We also proposed the reopening of abandoned trails suitable for trekking activities. These would follow the tracks of the 

diamond miners of old and allow the discovery of some typical constructions from these ancient times: heavy stone bridges and 

dams or troglodyte houses inside natural caves. 

As a side activity we inaugurated an area dedicated to the discovery of the large variety of plants to be found in the region, some 

of which are endemic of the Chapada. A botanical lane with thematic focus of interest winds through the grounds of the 

Pousada. Post-signs describe the medicinal use of herbs, the local methods of culture of coffee-trees, the ripping and preparation 

of the grains as well as the regional traditions linked to some plants as in the Candomblé rituals. 

►Claude Samuel is Director of new ECOCLUB Ecolodge Pousada Candombá (http://ecoclub.com/candomba) 

and vice-president of the Consulting Council of Chapada Diamantina National Park ( www.infochapada.com ) 

 

http://ecoclub.com/candomba
http://www.infochapada.com
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ECOTOURING 

Ban Nam Sa, a village on the move. 
by William Tuffin* in Laos 

In mid-December I visited the Akha villages of Ban Nam Sa in the heart of 

the Nam Ha Protected Area. Ban Nam Sa is an Akha village that was founded 

68 years ago and will be abandoned this year. The young people no longer 

want to be ‘hillbillies’. They want to move down the mountain to be closer to 

the things of the world. 

The majority of the young people have to move down to the village of Ban 

Nam Lai in preparation for the big move. It took 4 1/2 hours of walking 

through the forests of 

the Nam Ha National 

Protected Area to reach 

Ban Nam Sa from Ban 

Nam Lai ( which was a 

day's walk to reach in itself). Along the way we walked on a beautiful 

wide trail that went through a pass in a mountain views overlooking the 

broad Luang Namtha Valley below. We crossed a rocky stream bed 
strewn with rocks and debris washed down the mountain by this last rainy 

season's flood. Upon reaching the village perched high on the ridge with 

far reaching vistas in three directions, we found that a village inhabited by 

elderly people with only a few young people left behind to take care of 

them. There was a lot of traffic between the two villages. We saw 

numbers of villagers going back in forth in our few days there. 

These little guys were lighting a fire this morning to keep themselves warm. No they weren't playing with it. These kids build 

fires like our kids turn on the TV. 

 

 

Just in case you were wondering where they were doing this. Well, right in 

the middle of the road.  

 

 

 

 

 

The house on the right (probably abandoned already) needed just a little 

shoring up to keep it from toppling over. See the support on the side And the 

leaning wall planks? 
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So, where does one find water to bathe with on the mountain top. Well, down in a 

draw at the spring, of course. Anyone ready for a nice little splash bath down by the 

well. Not the river but the well. 

 

 

 

As I've mentioned there were not a lot of people around. But later this morning 

we went to visit, Lo-Cheu, the 66 year old man who lives in this house and he 

told us that it was time for his people to move down the mountain so that they 

could be closer to the hospital and to the schools. He recited his ancestors for us 

back 50+ generations, which by my count goes back 1,500 years. The Akha 

identify themselves by their ability to recite their ancestors.  

The houses in this village are built in the old traditional Akha style with separate 

sleeping areas for men and women with a fire pit and a door for each sex as well. 

When they move down the mountain they will build more modern houses similar 

to the houses the Lao build. I have spoken to village leadership about buying 3 of 

these houses. One to move down to the new village to be used as the new tourism lodge. And two of them ( these 2), to be 
transformed into high end tourism lodges, owned and operated by the community, as lodges deep in the protected area. The 

village leaders were tickled at the idea. But they balked at the thought of carrying the big posts and beams down the mountain. 

"Couldn't we just cut new posts just like the old ones?" " But I'll pay you for it!" Labour in Akha a villages comes at a premium 

and they need lots of it. Sometime when you need to produce food to eat for the next year, labour can be a very scarce 

commodity 

In just a few months, Ban Nam Sa will cease to be. This life on the mountain is 

disappearing as the young people seek a new life in the valleys. Our two 

businesses the Boat Landing Guest House and Green Discovery will work in 

close partnership with these villagers to help them in their transition to the 

lowlands and to continue to give them a sense of pride and self-worth in their 

ethnic identity and way of life. And hopefully within the year we will help them 

to bring a piece of their old way of life to their new village so that they future 

generations can learn something of how their ancestors lived for over a 1,000 

years ( even if it does have new posts and beams). I feel so fortunate to be able 

to work with this people, to know them, to be friends with them and to share 

parts of their lives with them. 

 

►Bill Tuffin manages ECOCLUB Ecolodge The Boat Landing, in Luang Namtha, Laos. 

http://ecoclub.com/theboatlanding  

 

 

http://ecoclub.com/theboatlanding
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ecoproducts @ ecoprices™ 
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